
Cook County 
Demolition Debris 

Diversion (3D) 
Ordinance 



Beverage Containers 
0.20% Household Hazardous 

Waste 
0.90% 

Organics 
20.00% 

Paper 
24.80% 

Plastic 
10.70% 

C&D 
26.70% 

Textiles 
3.80% 

Metal 
4.10% 

Glass 
2.90% 

Inorganics 
5.90% 

Statewide MSW Generation by 
Material Class 

CDM Smith. (2015). Illinois Commodity/Waste Generation and Characterization Study Update. 



 
 U.S. Nonfuel Material 

Consumption, 1900-2010 

 
Matos, G. (2012) Use of Raw Materials in the United States From 1900 Through 2010. U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  
Analyzed by U. Mich. Ctr. For Sustainable Systems 

 
  



Purpose: To establish a program for recycling and salvaging 
of construction and demolition (C&D) materials, as prioritized 
within the Cook County Solid Waste Plan.  
 
County Goals 
 
Reduce the overall amount of C&D waste generated.  
 
Prevent improper disposal or dumping of C&D within Cook 
County (by tracking materials diverted from the waste-
stream). 
 
Recover material value through reuse/recycling from 
materials that would have been otherwise discarded and 
value lost. 
 

Demolition Debris Diversion 
Ordinance 



The Requirements 
Residential structures (SF-1 to 4 units): 70% diversion 
w/5% reuse 
 
Commercial/Industrial/Residential (4+ units) 
structures: 70% diversion 
 
Diversion plans/reports required at the start and 
completion of the project 



Reporting and Tracking Data - Green 
Halo 



Project Information - Green Halo 



Tracking Progress - Green Halo 



Challenges 
Contractor mindset 
 
Turn over of permittees  

 
Reliability of data 
 
Lack of material specific data 
 
Markets for reused materials aren’t widely known 
 
Hard to recycle materials 
 



Thank You! 
 
 

Chris Lipman 
Cook County Department of Environmental Control 

Christopher.lipman@cookcountyil.gov 
cookcountyil.gov/environment 

blog.cookcountyil.gov/sustainability 
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